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LADY MOLLY KYLE 
MR PETER TWINN 

Statement 
HON PADDY EMBRY (South West) [5.46 pm]:  I rise to pay tribute to a real lady, and that is Lady Molly 
Kyle whose death notice appeared in yesterday’s paper.  Lady Kyle was the wife of Sir Wallace Kyle, a previous 
governor of this State and a person who will go down as one of the better governors of this State.  We certainly 
needed a good one at that stage, more because of what occurred shortly before Sir Wallace’s time.  He served 
our State, our country and the so-called civilised world extremely well.  I think I am correct in saying that he was 
the only Western Australian-born person to be awarded the highest order of military knighthood that was 
available at that time - a very rare distinction. 

I have a personal interest in the passing of Lady Molly Kyle, because my father introduced Sir Wallace and 
Molly to each other during the war.  Sir Wallace was a pilot in a squadron commanded by my father and Molly 
was one of my father’s personal assistants.  The families were good friends.  Their eldest son Richard was born 
in 1942.  He and I were the best of mates and would occasionally stay at each other’s homes.  On one occasion I 
can well remember getting into real trouble with my mother over an incident that involved Richard.  People like 
Sir Wallace relied on a wonderful spouse, and there is no doubt that Molly Kyle played that role particularly 
well.  She gave Sir Wallace the support, loyalty and love that he needed.  In times of war, military wives played 
quite a different role to those who lived on civvy street, particularly Air Force people.  Every night pilots would 
be farewelled before flying off on missions and a few of them would not return.  That marvellous lady’s husband 
is listed as flying on more missions than most others.  When and if the husbands came back, the wives did not 
show the worry and the natural feelings that any wife would have shown under the circumstances.  They had to 
give encouragement and show loyalty to their country when their husbands left in their aircraft the next day.  The 
survival rate of pilots on some of those missions was very low.  Those wives tried to conceal their emotions from 
their husbands.  They were remarkable people.  They were left with the whole responsibility of their family 
which, these days, in our lifestyle, the husbands often share.  Lady Kyle was a lady in the true sense of the word.  

I noticed in the same paper the death in England of Mr Peter Twinn in October.  He was acknowledged as the 
leader of the group primarily responsible for breaking the Enigma code in the Second World War.  The Enigma 
cipher was the master code used by the Germans, and it was broken fairly early in the Second World War.  It 
was so important that the few allies who realised it had been broken had to operate in a way that would not alert 
the Germans to the fact that the code had been broken.  Obviously, once the Germans became aware that the 
British had broken the code, they would have used an alternative.  Therefore, the British decoded messages on 
only rare occasions.  On one occasion the British gave advance knowledge to the Soviet Union that Nazi 
Germany would attack that country.  However, the Russians did not believe it.  After all, they were allies of the 
Germans at that time.  We often hear criticism of Sir Winston Churchill that was not always justified.  The 
British received knowledge on the day of the attack that the Germans were to engage in the first large-scale 
industrial bombing of the city of Coventry.  During that attack most of the city was destroyed.  Prior to the 
attack, the Government had to decide whether to evacuate people.  Although Sir Winston Churchill’s favourite 
and much-loved niece lived in Coventry, he would not allow anyone to inform her of the forthcoming attack.  
His loyalty and devotion to his country and a civilised world was so strong that no-one in Coventry had advance 
warning of that attack.  Members should imagine the pressure a country’s leader faces under those 
circumstances.  The British applied their knowledge of the Enigma code on very few occasions.  I thought that 
information might be of use to members who are a little younger than I am.  
 


